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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

my distinguished colleague from Texas 
(Mr. GENE GREEN) so much time as he 
may consume. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to thank my col-
league and both the Government Re-
form Committee and Rules Committee 
for allowing this resolution to be con-
sidered today. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting it. 

The Dynamo soccer team arrived in 
Houston just 2 years ago, and in the 
team’s first two seasons, they won 
back-to-back MLS Cups. The Dynamo 
are the first team to do so in over a 
decade and have immediately drawn a 
huge fan base in Houston for their suc-
cess. 

Dynamo coach Dominic Kinnear has 
guided the team to 26 wins, 20 draws, 
and 16 losses in its first two seasons in 
Houston. The Cup win this season came 
over the New England Revolution, the 
same team the Dynamo defeated in 2006 
to win their first MLS Cup and the 2007 
match to an attendance of merely 
40,000. The 2007 Cup win was a come- 
from-behind victory in which Dwayne 
De Rosario assisted on the tying goal 
to Joseph Ngwenya, and scored the 
winning goal to take home the most 
valuable player honors from the match. 

The Dynamo managed to accomplish 
this without the most valuable player 
from their 2006 Cup win, Brian Ching, 
who was sidelined with an injury. 

Texas and Houston have a long his-
tory of being a football State and town, 
but I first learned about soccer when I 
was in college playing goalie just dur-
ing college sports. My two children 
grew up playing soccer in the 1980s 
when they were young in Houston. 
Over the years, I watched soccer grow 
not only in the suburbs but also in the 
very inner city, and you can hardly 
have a flat field, flat surface, without 
having soccer goals put up. 

Today in our district and throughout 
the Houston area, countless numbers of 
children have played and become soc-
cer fans, and the Dynamos’ success 
since arriving in Houston greatly in-
creased the interest in the game. 

Four of the Dynamo stars, Brad 
Davis, Eddie Robinson, Ricardo Clark, 
and Stuart Holden, have been selected 
for the U.S. Men’s National Team ros-
ter that will face Team Mexico at Reli-
ant Stadium tonight in Houston. This 
is the most players of any club rep-
resented on our national team, and it 
includes the Houston native, Stuart 
Holden, who played his high school soc-
cer in Houston. 

The U.S.-Mexico soccer rivalry is one 
of the biggest matches the team plays 
and always draws enormous crowds and 
a large television following. 

We wish the players luck tonight in 
their match and congratulate the Dy-
namos on their past success and look 
forward to their continued success in 
2008. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 

resolution congratulating the Houston 
Dynamos on their 2007 Major League 
Soccer Cup victory. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H. Res. 867 com-
mending the Houston Dynamo for winning the 
2007 Major League Soccer Cup. I would first 
like to commend our distinguished colleague 
GENE GREEN of the 29th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas for introducing this important res-
olution. The Houston Dynamo has consistently 
strived for excellence and dominated the MLS 
playoffs for 2 consecutive years and I am 
happy to commend them for their efforts. 

The Dynamo played their first game on April 
2, 2006, in front of a crowd of 25,462 in Rob-
ertson Stadium. The Dynamo finished their 
first season in Houston with an 11–8–13 
record, earning them second place in the 
Western Conference. On November 12, 2006, 
at Pizza Hut Park in Frisco, Texas, the Hous-
ton Dynamo defeated the New England Revo-
lution in an exciting match decided by the first 
shootout in MLS history, 4–3 on penalty kicks 
after a 1–1 tie to win the 2006 MLS Cup. 

After regrouping in 2007 and pulling off a 
win against rival FC Dallas, Houston began an 
winning streak of 11 games and a shutout 
streak of 726 minutes, a new MLS record. 
They finished in second place in the regular 
season in the Western Conference, advancing 
to the 2007 MLS Cup Playoffs, where they 
met State rivals FC Dallas in the first round. 
Just like in 2006, they faced the New England 
Revolution for the championship, and won it 
2–1 on a game-winning goal by Dwayne De 
Rosario in the second half, thus winning their 
second MLS Cup in a row. 

As a native Houstonian I am proud to honor 
the Houston Dynamo for their sheer domi-
nance since the premiere of MLS soccer in 
the United States. I strongly urge the commu-
nity to support the Houston Dynamo as they 
will need it to sustain the expectations they 
have already lived up to. I strongly support 
this resolution and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
passage of H. Res. 867, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Hampshire 
(Mr. HODES) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 867. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 942) recognizing the sig-
nificance of Black History Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 942 

Whereas the first Africans were brought in-
voluntarily to the shores of America as early 
as the 17th century; 

Whereas these Africans in America and 
their descendents are now known as African- 
Americans; 

Whereas African-Americans suffered invol-
untary servitude and subsequently faced the 
injustices of lynch mobs, segregation, and 
denial of basic, fundamental rights; 

Whereas despite involuntary servitude, Af-
rican-Americans have made significant con-
tributions to the economic, educational, po-
litical, artistic, literary, religious, scientific, 
and technological advancement of the Amer-
icas; 

Whereas in the face of injustices, United 
States citizens of good will and of all races 
distinguished themselves with their commit-
ment to the noble ideals upon which the 
United States was founded and courageously 
fought for the rights and freedom of African- 
Americans; 

Whereas Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lived 
and died to make real these noble ideals; 

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Fredrick Douglass inspired the creation 
of Negro History Week, the precursor to 
Black History Month; 

Whereas Negro History Week represented 
the culmination of Dr. Carter G Woodson’s 
efforts to enhance knowledge of black his-
tory started through the Journal of Negro 
History, published by Woodson’s Association 
for the Study of African-American Life and 
History; and 

Whereas the month of February is offi-
cially celebrated as Black History Month, 
which dates back to 1926, when Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson set aside a special period of time in 
February to recognize the heritage and 
achievement of Black Americans: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the significance of Black 
History Month as an important time to rec-
ognize the contributions of African-Ameri-
cans in the Nation’s history, and encourages 
the continued celebration of this month to 
provide an opportunity for all peoples of the 
United States to learn more about the past 
and to better understand the experiences 
that have shaped the Nation; and 

(2) recognizes that the ethnic and racial di-
versity of the United States enriches and 
strengthens the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
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join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H. Res. 942 which calls for Congress 
to recognize the significance of Feb-
ruary as Black History Month. 

H. Res. 942 was introduced by Rep-
resentative AL GREEN of Texas on Jan-
uary 28, 2008, and was considered by 
and reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on January 29, 2008, by voice 
vote. The measure has the support and 
cosponsorship of 55 Members of Con-
gress, yet gives us all an opportunity 
to pay tribute to the remarkable con-
tributions African Americans have 
made to America’s growth, develop-
ment, and rich history. 

As we are aware, February marks the 
beginning of Black History Month, 
which was first celebrated as Negro 
History Week in 1926 by Carter G. 
Woodson, a noted African American au-
thor and scholar, but has since become 
a month-long commemorative celebra-
tion as a way of recognizing and high-
lighting the role black Americans have 
played in America since the existence 
of our country and the role they con-
tinue to play on a daily basis. 

Across our great land, Black History 
Month is marked by the offering of 
educational and cultural programs, 
heightened media coverage and special 
celebrations and events, all designed to 
share with the world the strength, in-
genuity, and accomplishments of our 
fellow American citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, as we move to recognize 
Black History Month and this year’s 
theme of ‘‘Carter G. Woodson and the 
Origins of Multiculturalism in Amer-
ica,’’ let’s all recall the experiences 
and valuable contributions of African 
Americans to our fine country. Let us 
not forget that black history is truly 
American history. 

And with that, Mr. Speaker, I urge 
the swift passage of H. Res. 942. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
I’m honored to speak today in support 
of H. Res. 942, recognizing the signifi-
cance of Black History Month, spon-
sored by my distinguished colleague 
from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN). 

Just a few weeks ago, we celebrated 
the life and accomplishments of one 
great man, Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and today we pay tribute to the 
contributions all African Americans 
have made to this great country. 

Each February we express our appre-
ciation of the struggles, determination, 
and perseverance of the African Amer-
ican community of the past and 
present. Nothing serves as a better ex-
ample of this than the civil rights 
movement itself. 

Rev. King would tell you that it was 
not the sole efforts of one man but the 
collective work of many that achieved 
so much. Without the civil rights 
movement, our Nation would not have 
the strong diversity of which it is so 
proud. 

Beyond this, February is also a time 
to recognize the contributions of Afri-

can Americans that have enriched our 
culture and our heritage. We must con-
tinue to learn the historical struggles 
of African American citizens in order 
to better understand the experiences 
that have shaped this Nation. 

There have been great activists, poli-
ticians, artists, writers, poets, sci-
entists, economists, athletes, enter-
tainers, and musicians that have all 
bettered our way of life. The achieve-
ments of so many have encouraged to-
day’s youth to strive for a more equal 
and free country. 

It is impossible to celebrate Black 
History Month without mentioning 
such noted leaders as Frederick Doug-
lass, Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, 
Thurgood Marshall, and, once again, 
Dr. King himself. Their historic efforts 
inspired a Nation and brought past in-
justices to light, bringing forth begin-
ning to an end of racial inequality. 

When Harvard scholar Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson had the idea to create a week- 
long celebration of black history back 
in 1926, his goal was to ‘‘make the 
world see the Negro as a participant, 
rather than as a lay figure in history.’’ 

Over time, it has become the month- 
long commemoration that it is today, 
and it is with great pleasure that I 
speak today in support of H. Res. 942. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 
minutes to my distinguished colleague 
from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) and, in 
doing so, commend him for his extraor-
dinary leadership in introducing this 
resolution and his service to the United 
States. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for his very 
kind words and compliment him on the 
outstanding job that he is doing in the 
United States Congress, and I’m always 
honored to have the opportunity to 
serve and work with the gentleman. 

I also thank my colleague on the 
other side of the aisle who has gra-
ciously helped us with this resolution 
and helped us bring it to the floor. 

This resolution has received bipar-
tisan support. I can say with a great 
degree of sincerity that not one Mem-
ber that I approached about signing on 
to this resolution had any reservation, 
hesitation, or consternation. Every 
Member saw this as a worthwhile reso-
lution, and I want to thank all of the 
Members who are now supporting it 
and who will vote for it. 

I also am honored to make this ex-
pression of appreciation on behalf of 
the millions of Africans who are in 
America and who are known as African 
Americans. They cherish this day. This 
day means something to persons in the 
African American community. So they, 
too, would express appreciation, and I 
do so as one of their representatives in 
the United States Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution gives us 
an opportunity to tell a portion of the 
greatest story never told. One of the 
great stories in world history is the 
story of Africans in the Americas and, 

more specifically, Africans in America 
today. This month allows us, and 
through this resolution we are allowed, 
to talk about some of the great accom-
plishments of African Americans, and 
Mr. FEENEY has been so generous with 
his compliments and the persons that 
he has named. My colleague has been 
very generous with his compliments as 
well. 

b 1445 

But I want to name just a few more, 
because at a time like this, on occa-
sions like this, we want to make sure 
that we say as much as we can, under-
standing that we cannot say enough. 

So on occasions such as this, we’d 
like to at least mention the prolific po-
etry of Phyllis Wheatley. We want to 
say that there was the scientific genius 
of Benjamin Banneker, who, by the 
way, was self-educated, a self-educated 
scientist, astronomer and inventor. 
We’d like to mention the legal bril-
liance of Macon B. Allen, who became 
the first African American admitted to 
the bar in the United States in 1845. 

We should mention the colossal cour-
age of Harriet Tubman, who, with her 
Underground Railroad, took persons 
from slavery to freedom. And we have 
to mention that she didn’t do it alone. 
African Americans are not free because 
they were able to extricate themselves 
from slavery; they are free because 
they had help along the way from per-
sons of good will of all ethnicities and 
races, all genders. People of good will 
have been of service in this fight for 
freedom for African Americans, and we 
should never have this kind of celebra-
tion and not mention the fact that we 
are here because there were many oth-
ers who made it possible for us to have 
the opportunities we have. Many lived 
and died, and they were not all African 
Americans. 

On occasions such as this, we men-
tion the political prowess of P.B.S. 
Pinchback, who was the first African 
American elected Governor to become 
Governor of a State; he became Gov-
ernor of the State of Louisiana in 1872. 

These are some of the notables that 
we mention. But we should also men-
tion that African Americans answered 
the clarion call to serve the Nation in 
times of war. They were there at the 
Boston Massacre. You will recall that 
Crispus Attucks was the first person 
killed, an African American. They were 
there at the Revolutionary War. Five 
thousand slaves and freedmen fought in 
the Revolutionary War, with the Conti-
nental Army, with the Navy, and with 
the militia in the Revolutionary War. 

They were there in World War I; 
350,000 African Americans were there in 
World War I to serve our country. In 
World War II, 2.5 million registered, 
and approximately 1 million served. 
And, of course, we can never forget the 
Tuskegee Airmen. They were not only 
there but they were so outstanding 
that the President of the United States 
came to these Halls and presented 
them a Congressional Gold Medal. 
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America is not a perfect Nation, but 

it does provide the means by which we 
can strive for perfection. And I am so 
honored that by passing this resolu-
tion, we continue to reach for the ulti-
mate perfection in the United States of 
America. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I am proud to yield 7 minutes to 
my distinguished colleague, Represent-
ative Eleanor Holmes Norton, who has 
represented the City of Washington, DC 
for many years and is known univer-
sally as a passionate advocate for truth 
and justice. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) for 
that generous introduction. And I 
thank my good friend, Mr. FEENEY 
from Florida, for also coming forward 
and robustly leading this bill forward 
today. We all owe thanks to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN), 
from whom we’ve just heard, who is the 
sponsor of this particular resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor to 
make, perhaps, an unusual point. Dur-
ing Black History Month, we should re-
member that black history is still 
being made. The best evidence, of 
course, is that an African American is 
close to, perhaps, getting the Demo-
cratic nomination for President. This 
breakthrough is not surprising when 
you consider that we are still living in 
a period for black history-making be-
cause the shackles of segregation and 
of nationwide discrimination were re-
moved only about 40 years ago. So you 
will hear many firsts, many record- 
breakers continue to come forward for 
years to come. 

We don’t really have to go to the his-
tory books in the 19th century, and 
earlier, to find history makers who 
should be revered this month. We are 
literally still surrounded by living 
black history on which history has spo-
ken. Now, mind you I say ‘‘on which 
history has spoken,’’ I mean you don’t 
have the verdict of history until you 
can stand back from it. And, therefore, 
I want to make a few remarks about 
living history from the Congress of the 
United States. 

It is probably the case that most 
Americans do not recognize that the 
first African American elected by pop-
ular vote to the United States Senate 
was Senator Edward Brooke, who 
served from 1967 to 1979. This is real 
living history, my friends. Now a ro-
bust 87, Senator Brooke broke more 
records than anybody I know. He be-
came a Senator, ’67 to ’79, at a time 
when breakthroughs hadn’t begun to 
occur. And he became a Senator from 
an overwhelmingly white State that 
was also overwhelmingly Democratic, 
and he was a Republican, a life-long 
Republican. Before that, he had become 
the State’s first black attorney gen-
eral. 

I know Senator Brooke for reasons 
that are close to home. If you grew up 
in Washington, you will know him be-
cause, in studying black history, we 
studied this living history in our 

midst. He is a native Washingtonian. 
He graduated from Dunbar High 
School, the same high school I at-
tended; served in World War II in the 
segregated 366th; went to Howard Uni-
versity and Howard law school, lived a 
segregated life his whole life. Then 
when he got out of the Army and got 
out of law school, he went to seek his 
fortune, not in his hometown, but in 
Massachusetts, where he practiced law 
and then had the audacity to run for 
office in a State where his party was 
pitifully outnumbered and in a State 
where he had to risk race when few had 
done so. 

He tells the fascinating story of his 
life in his own autobiography called 
‘‘Bridging the Divide.’’ It was published 
in 2006. And that’s exactly what Sen-
ator Brooke did. He bridged the divide, 
brought Democrats and Republicans 
together, brought blacks and whites to-
gether, and became a history maker of 
the first order and one who served in 
the Congress of the United States. 

I must say that the President has al-
ready understood his significance in 
American history because a few years 
ago, President Bush awarded Senator 
Brooke the highest national honor, the 
Presidential Medal of Honor. And, once 
more, the Senate has the jump on us. 
Of course, Edward Brooke was a Mem-
ber of the Senate, but the Senate has 
unanimously voted that Senator 
Brooke should receive the highest con-
gressional honor, the Congressional 
Gold Medal. These are the highest hon-
ors that each branch of government 
can offer. 

I can think of no better way for the 
Congress to celebrate Black History 
Month, not in talking about black his-
tory that was made long ago, but look-
ing inside our own ranks and finding a 
true historic figure, one that Demo-
crats can be proud of, that Republicans 
are surely proud of, one who epitomizes 
exactly what everybody says our coun-
try needs today to bring us together, 
and one who served in our own ranks. 

Many in the Congress on both sides 
of the aisle have already signed on to 
H.R. 1000, which is the bill necessary to 
award the Congressional Medal. That 
requires two-thirds of the House to 
sign on. Many have, once this was 
brought to their attention, signed on. 
We’re going to send it again, of course, 
to Members, as we try to do something 
that I think will be history-making 
this very month, and that is to have 
the Congress of the United States, this 
month, this Black History Month, vote 
to give the Congressional Gold Medal 
to one of our own former colleagues, a 
former Member of the Senate, Senator 
Edward Brooke, the first African 
American to serve by popular vote in 
that body. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
Mr. FEENEY. I have no further 

speakers, Mr. Speaker, and I yield my-
self 1 minute. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many reasons 
to celebrate Black History Month, and 
one is that it would take more than a 

month for even the best student of his-
tory to appreciate all of the great 
things that African Americans have 
contributed to America. I would note 
that later this afternoon the House will 
be considering House Resolution 943, 
which is the 22nd anniversary of the 
Challenger disaster. And among the 
American heroes that perished that 
day was astronaut Ronald McNair, 
who, in fact, was an African American. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 942, a resolution recog-
nizing the significance of Black History Month. 

It is a time to reflect on and honor the im-
portant contributions African-Americans have 
made to our Nation. We should especially take 
note of the extraordinary people who continue 
to help build our great Nation. 

Of the thousands of African-Americans in 
my District, I have the privilege of representing 
two individuals and an outstanding group: 
Marguerita Washington and Rudy Smith, both 
of Omaha, and the Alfonza W. Davis chapter 
of the Tuskegee Airmen, based in Omaha. 

Dr. Marguerita Washington is the editor of 
the Omaha Star newspaper in Omaha. The 
paper has been in existence for more than 69 
years and is Nebraska’s largest African-Amer-
ican newspaper. The policy of the Omaha Star 
has been to print only positive news and to be 
a vigilant champion for African-American 
progress. The paper is located in the heart of 
Omaha’s African-American community. 

The Omaha Star was founded by the late 
Mildred D. Brown in 1938. She is believed to 
be the first female, certainly the first African- 
American woman, to have founded a news-
paper in the Nation’s history. When Mrs. 
Brown expired unexpectedly in 1989, the 
paper was then placed in the very capable 
hands of Dr. Marguerita Washington, her 
niece, who now heads the newspaper. 

Dr. Washington and the Omaha Star work 
for equal rights for all; the paper was on the 
forefront, leading the charge to open public 
accommodations to African-Americans, includ-
ing hotels, restaurants, theaters and taverns. 
The paper was instrumental in working with 
Omaha Public Schools to ensure that black 
teachers had equal participation. Dr. Wash-
ington also worked hard to get the Omaha 
Star landmark status in the city of Omaha and 
the State of Nebraska. 

Rudy Smith has lived in Omaha since age 
6 and has been an Omaha World Herald pho-
tographer and editor for more than 40 years. 
He is in the process of completing a book of 
his photographs, many of which have been 
exhibited at black colleges, universities and 
museums around the country. As a journalist 
and photographer he has captured images of 
some of America’s greatest heroes. 

Rudy was more than just a photographer; 
he was able to chronicle historic moments in 
Omaha. Every picture he takes is a moment; 
each special moment holds a lifetime of 
memories that lives on after the moment has 
passed. Each of his photographs is a window 
to a memory and has the ability to deeply con-
nect you to the beauty of life itself. His talent 
is endless. 

Omaha native Alphonza Davis graduated 
from Omaha Tech High School and later 
Omaha University. He finished first in his class 
at Tuskegee and was chosen squadron lead-
er. He was killed in combat in 1944 while over 
in Germany. The local Tuskegee Airmen chap-
ter in Omaha is named after him. 
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The chapter is one of 45 nationwide, and its 

membership includes four original Tuskegee 
Airmen. They are LTC (Ret) Paul Adams, LTC 
(Ret) Charles A. Lane, Jr., LTC (Ret) Harrison 
A. Tull, and Mr. Robert D. Holts. These mem-
bers continue their service to our community 
by mentoring and working with youth through 
the local Civil Air Patrol. 

The Tuskegee Airmen and their record of 
success during the war are unmatched. Not a 
single American bomber protected by the Red 
Tails was ever shot down by enemy aircraft. 
By war’s end, the Tuskegee Airmen had flown 
over 15,000 sorties, completed over 1,500 
missions and destroyed more than 260 enemy 
aircraft. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing these 
and the millions of African-Americans in our 
country for their numerous achievements 
throughout history, today and the future. This 
designation is only a small token of the thanks 
they deserve for all of their contributions to our 
society. I urge the adoption of H. Res. 942. 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I ask for unani-
mous consent to address the House for one 
minute. 

I rise today to voice my strong support for 
H. Res. 942. This bipartisan resolution recog-
nizes the significance of Black History Month. 

I want to thank my friend and colleague, 
Representative AL GREEN, for introducing this 
resolution. 

February is Black History Month, a time for 
all Americans to learn about and recognize the 
heritage and achievements of African Ameri-
cans. 

African Americans have made historic con-
tributions to this Nation in all walks of life— 
from economics, to education, to politics and 
the arts. 

Sadly, African Americans have been victims 
of too much discrimination, segregation, and 
hatred in their history in the United States. 

That is why it is so fitting we stand here to-
gether today, one body in unity, to recognize 
the amazing accomplishments of our Nation’s 
African Americans. 

We also stand here to recognize that the 
ethnic and racial diversity within the United 
States is a wonderful thing, which only serves 
to strengthen our great Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to embrace this diver-
sity, to support Black History Month, and to 
cast a vote in favor of H. Res. 942. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 942, 
Recognizing the Significance of Black History 
Month, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Texas, Representative GREEN. 
This important legislation recognizes and cele-
brates the accomplishments and contributions 
of African-Americans in this Nation. 

The celebration of Black History Month 
began with Negro History Week in 1926, the 
vision of Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Dr. Wood-
son, a noted African-American author and 
scholar recognized then, as we do today, that 
the achievements and contributions of African- 
Americans deserve not only to be acknowl-
edged, but also to be celebrated by all Ameri-
cans. 

Over the course of 50 years, Negro History 
gained momentum, culminating in its tran-
scendence to Black History Month. Now each 
February we express our appreciation of the 
struggles, determination and perseverance of 
the African-American community of the past 
and present. February is a month to recognize 

the contributions of African-Americans who 
have enriched our culture and our heritage. 

There have been great African-American ac-
tivists, scientists, artists, poets, athletes, politi-
cians, writers, economists, musicians, engi-
neers, and entertainers who have all bettered 
our way of life. From Harriet Tubman to Bar-
bara Jordan, Althea Gibson to Venus Williams, 
Marian Anderson to Ella Fitzgerald, Frederick 
Douglass to Martin Luther King, Jr., so many 
African-Americans have enriched this Nation 
that there are far too many to name them all. 

Unfortunately, the struggle for African-Amer-
icans to gain recognition and celebration in 
this Nation continues beyond Black History 
Month. While we can be proud of the many 
achievements of our past, events such as Hur-
ricane Katrina and Jena 6, demonstrate that 
we still have much to achieve in the way of 
equal rights and justice for all. 

One of the great challenges facing the Afri-
can-American community is the dispropor-
tionate rate at which our people are incarcer-
ated. 

According to the Department of Justice 
more than 2.3 million people are incarcerated 
in this Nation’s State and Federal prisons. As 
of December 2006, African-Americans made 
up 40.2 percent of Federal prison inmates, 
most of those being African-American men. 

When you compare these statistics with the 
fact that African-Americans only make up ap-
proximately 12 percent of the total population, 
the disparity becomes more apparent. The 
human toll—the wasted lives, shattered fami-
lies, and disturbed youth—are incalculable, as 
are the adverse social, economic and political 
consequences of weakened communities, di-
minished opportunities for economic mobility, 
and widespread disenfranchisement. 

In Jena, Louisiana, two African-American 
high school students sat under what some 
White students called the ‘‘white’’ tree on their 
campus. The White students responded by 
hanging nooses from the tree. When African- 
American students protested the light punish-
ment for the students who hung the nooses, 
the District Attorney came to the school and 
told the students he could ‘‘take their lives 
away with a stroke of his pen.’’ Racial ten-
sions continued to mount in Jena, and the Dis-
trict Attorney did nothing in response to sev-
eral egregious cases of violence and threats 
against African-American students. 

But when a White student—who had been a 
vocal supporter of the students who hung the 
nooses—taunted African-American students, 
allegedly called several African-American stu-
dents ‘‘nigger’’, and was beaten up by African- 
American students, the punishment was dras-
tically different. Six African-American students 
were charged with second-degree attempted 
murder. Mychal Bell was one of the students 
tried and convicted. He faced up to 22 years 
in prison for essentially a school fight. 

The African-American community came to 
the aid of these young men, as they have 
done in years past for other young men. While 
we take this month to celebrate the past and 
present African-American achievements and 
contributions, we must face the future with an 
understanding that there is more to be done 
and more to be achieved. 

As a member of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, a Representative of the people of the 
United States, and an African-American 
woman, I am proud to cosponsor this legisla-
tion and I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my full support for H. 
Res. 942, a resolution that recognizes Black 
History Month as a time to acknowledge the 
many contributions that African Americans 
have made in our Nation’s history and as a 
time for all Americans to fully understand the 
events and struggles that shaped our great 
Nation. 

When Aristotle said, ‘‘If you would under-
stand anything, observe its beginning and its 
development,’’ he suggested that we cannot 
fully know what something is if we do not 
know its past. This certainly holds true for our 
country. Knowing our Nation’s history does 
more than tell us who we were; it tells us who 
we are. And if we look honestly at our past 
successes and mistakes, it tells us what we 
can become. 

Unfortunately, the long practice of omitting, 
abbreviating, and misrepresenting African 
Americans in American history has resulted in 
an incomplete and skewed story of our coun-
try’s history. Fortunately, the social change of 
the civil rights movement inspired a change in 
the way that America told and understood its 
history. It became clear that American his-
tory—like America’s schools and lunch 
counters—needed to be integrated. 

Over the years, Black History Month has be-
come a chance to realize our rich diversity by 
studying the artistic, scientific, and political 
contributions that African Americans have 
made to the United States and the rest of the 
world. Realize Black history is American his-
tory, and February should not be the only time 
that we acknowledge the contributions of Afri-
can American men, women, and children in 
U.S. history. African Americans have played a 
key role in just about every single moment in 
American history, and it is high time that our 
history books reflect that. 

Driven by my commitment to the human and 
civil rights of all, I have worked hard to ensure 
that all people—regardless of their nationality, 
sexual orientation, gender, or race—have ac-
cess to their most basic rights. My experi-
ences in and before I came to this body have 
taught me that all people have influenced our 
country’s greatness. It is critically important 
that these contributions are acknowledged and 
retold. 

Mr. Speaker, as we observe and celebrate 
the contributions of African Americans in 
America we must not forget that we are mak-
ing history as we speak. We are living in an 
historical era in which extraordinary people 
from all walks of life are seeking opportunities 
that were previously not available to them. 
Outstanding Americans such as Barrington Ir-
ving, the youngest and first person of African 
descent to fly around the world, teach us that 
we can achieve great things in this land of op-
portunity as long as we have the will and 
drive. As we all know, for the first time in his-
tory, the two contending candidates for the 
Democratic nominee for President are a black 
man and a woman. 

As we reflect on the numerous contributions 
and experiences of African Americans in this 
country, we must be cognizant of how we as 
a modern multi-ethnic and multicultural nation 
deal with the issues of our time. How we do 
this will determine how future generations will 
view us in the history books. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this important resolu-
tion. 
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Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I 

stand before you offering my generous sup-
port for the commemoration of H. Res. 942, 
recognizing the significance of Black History 
Month. This is a month to honor the tremen-
dous strides and achievements made by nu-
merous African-American leaders and activ-
ists, and to signify our continued celebration of 
diversity in the United States. I urge all Ameri-
cans to use this month as an opportunity to 
recognize the accomplishments made by past 
African-American leaders while continuing to 
work for the advancement of racial equality. 

The enormous contributions made by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Frederick Douglass, 
W.E.B. Dubois and other notable leaders in 
the African-American community have cham-
pioned improved race relations and equality. 
We must also highlight the achievements 
made by a host of prominent African-Ameri-
cans in other fields such as the arts, athletics, 
politics, and academia. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Carter G. Woodson and 
the Origins of Multiculturalism,’’ honors the 
founder of Black History Month and applauds 
his commitment to the preservation of African- 
American history. Woodson was instrumental 
in popularizing the role the African-American 
community has played in enriching the history 
of the United States. His mission and legacy 
is one our country must uphold while con-
tinuing to inspire future generations to em-
brace diversity and equality. 

Again, I would like to express my support 
for the significance of February 2008 as Black 
History Month. Let the following month serve 
as a reminder of our indebtedness to those 
leaders possessing the courage to combat in-
justice. They have completed the ultimate 
service not only for the African-American com-
munity in the United States but for all citizens. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of this most important 
month of February, deemed as Black History 
Month. Let us join with the rest of the Nation 
in highlighting the significant contributions that 
African Americans have made to our great Na-
tion, while celebrating this year’s theme of 
‘‘Carter G. Woodson and the Origin of 
Multiculturalism.’’ 

Throughout this noteworthy month, we all 
should take a moment to reflect on the fact 
that February was designated to make a na-
tional appeal to Americans to make note of 
the tremendous role that African Americans 
have played in the development and advance-
ment of our country’s rich history. February 
embraces the birthdays of two distinguished 
Americans—Frederick Douglas and Abraham 
Lincoln—whose contributions to our society 
are immeasurable. Let us remember that not 
only are we honoring Black history; we are 
celebrating all of our history, American history. 

This month we should remember the legacy 
of the illustrious Harlem Renaissance and the 
contributions this period had in shaping Amer-
ica’s cultural heritage. African American writ-
ers Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, Ralph 
Ellison, James Baldwin, and Toni Morrison 
have now become major voices in American 
Literature. Military achievements, not only by 
the Tuskegee Airmen, the 54th Regiment from 
Massachusetts, and the 29th Regiment from 
Connecticut, but by other courageous Black 
soldiers, have helped to create the gallant 
Armed Forces of this country. In this month, 
let us all work together to ensure a positive fu-
ture for the 40.2 million African Americans 
who contribute to this Nation on a daily basis. 

In my home State of Connecticut, we make 
note of Hartford’s Black governors who 
oversaw the region from 1755 to 1800; fear-
less Connecticut abolitionists James Mars and 
J.W.C. Pennington who petitioned Connecti-
cut’s legislature regarding voting and social 
rights for blacks in the 1840s and 50s; and of 
course the survivors of the Amistad slave ship, 
who spent days seated in a Hartford court-
room awaiting their fate by a U.S. circuit court 
judge. Through relics such as the Old State 
House, Mark Twain House, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe House, the Connecticut freedom trails, 
and the Amistad Center for Arts and Culture, 
we are paying homage to the extraordinary Af-
rican Americans who have resided in our 
State. 

Mr. Speaker, this year during Black History 
Month, I urge my colleagues and this Nation 
to remember all of the African Americans who 
have helped to weave the historical tapestry of 
America. I urge us all to realize the service, 
dedication and courage that have emerged 
throughout the decades. This year, let us truly 
celebrate Black History as a part of us all. Like 
our motto says, E Pluribus Unum, Out of 
many we are one. We are a great Nation 
formed by the contribution of many, and this 
month we celebrate one of those outstanding 
groups. 

Mr. FEENEY. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Hampshire 
(Mr. HODES) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 942. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

DESIGNATING ‘‘RACE DAY IN 
AMERICA’’ 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 931) expressing support 
for designation of February 17, 2008, as 
‘‘Race Day in America’’ and high-
lighting the 50th running of the Day-
tona 500. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 931 

Whereas the Daytona 500 is the most pres-
tigious stock car race in the United States; 

Whereas the Daytona 500 annually kicks 
off the National Association for Stock Car 
Auto Racing (‘‘NASCAR’’) Sprint Cup Series, 
NASCAR’s top racing series; 

Whereas millions of racing fans have spent 
the third Sunday of each February since 1959 
watching, listening to, or attending the Day-
tona 500; 

Whereas the purse for the Daytona 500 is 
typically the largest in motor sports; 

Whereas winning the prestigious Harley J. 
Earl Trophy is stock car racing’s greatest 
prize and privilege; 

Whereas nearly 1,000,000 men and women in 
the Armed Forces in nearly 180 countries 
worldwide listen to the race on the radio via 
the American Forces Network; 

Whereas Daytona International Speedway 
is the home of ‘‘The Great American Race’’, 
the Daytona 500; 

Whereas fans from all 50 States and many 
foreign nations converge at the ‘‘World Cen-
ter of Racing’’ each year to see the motor 
sports spectacle; 

Whereas Daytona International Speedway 
becomes one of the largest cities in the State 
of Florida by population on race day, with 
more than 200,000 fans in attendance; 

Whereas well-known politicians, celeb-
rities, and athletes take part in the festivi-
ties surrounding the Daytona 500; and 

Whereas February 17, 2008, would be an ap-
propriate day to designate as ‘‘Race Day in 
America’’ because the Daytona 500 celebrates 
its historic 50th running on this day: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives— 

(1) recognizes the 50th running of the Day-
tona 500, ‘‘The Great American Race’’; and 

(2) supports designation of a ‘‘Race Day in 
America’’ in honor of the Daytona 500. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

myself so much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of House Resolution 931, which ex-
presses our support for naming a ‘‘race 
day’’ in America and recognizes the 
50th running of the Daytona 500, which 
will occur on the 17th at the Daytona 
International Speedway in Daytona, 
Florida. 

House Resolution 931 was introduced 
by my distinguished colleague, Rep-
resentative TOM FEENEY of Florida, on 
January 17, 2008, and was considered by 
and reported from the House Oversight 
Committee on January 29, 2008, by 
voice vote. 

The measure, which has the support 
and cosponsorship of 68 Members of 
Congress, couldn’t have been consid-
ered at a more fitting time as fans 
across this great country prepare for 
what is being called the most antici-
pated event in automobile racing his-
tory, the 50th running of the Daytona 
500 on Saturday, February 17, 2008. 

With a history dating back to Feb-
ruary 22, 1959, the Daytona 500 at the 
Daytona International Speedway is a 
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